
Fair Housing Month is Here. So is Coronavirus. 

April is upon us. This time of year is usually a flurry of spring market activity. It’s also a time when we 
reflect on the ways people are shut out of the housing market, and commit to expanding housing 
opportunity, with our annual observation of Fair Housing Month. This year is different. Because of 
measures to slow the spread of coronavirus, activities outside our homes have slowed or stopped. But 
crises like these remind us that despite our differences, we are all very much the same. Viruses don’t 
discriminate. Many of us are in similar circumstances, trying to figure out how to work from home while 
also homeschooling our kids. Despite these challenges, we’re also finding new ways to strengthen our 
communities, by getting groceries for an elderly neighbor or buying a gift card to support a local 
restaurant and its employees. 

This quiet time is an opportune one to reflect on how we are all bound together. Coronavirus threatens 
us all. But the virus will also hit certain members of our communities especially hard. Whether due to 
losing a job without savings to fall back on, increased unpaid caregiving work, the threat of evictions or 
foreclosures, xenophobic threats or violence, or difficulty accessing necessary services, communities of 
color, people with disabilities, and women face even greater burdens now. We must ensure that, as we 
confront the pandemic, and as we recover, that we all do so together. 

As we stay home, REALTORS® can and must rise to the challenge. Fair Housing Month emphasizes 
education, reflection, and discussion—meaningful efforts we can still undertake while practicing social 
distancing. This year, NAR is presenting Fair Housing Month @ Home – curated lists of books, videos, 
podcasts and other resources for you to educate yourself throughout the month. Read, watch, listen, 
think, discuss – and strengthen your fair housing knowledge and leadership. 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/30/coronavirus-jobs-survey-49percent-of-companies-considering-layoffs.html
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2020/03/coronavirus-income-loss-paying-rent-eviction-housing-covid19/607426/?emci=00b56a1a-7468-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=5c4ba7b7-fa69-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=2065015
https://www.bankrate.com/mortgages/programs-to-freeze-foreclosures-evictions-from-coronavirus-disruptions/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/us/chinese-coronavirus-racist-attacks.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/korihale/2020/03/17/the-economic-impact-of-covid-19-will-hit-minorities-the-hardest/#7dd91e2c10c0
https://www.forbes.com/sites/korihale/2020/03/17/the-economic-impact-of-covid-19-will-hit-minorities-the-hardest/#7dd91e2c10c0
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-brings-added-worries-disabilities/27989/?emci=00b56a1a-7468-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=5c4ba7b7-fa69-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=2065015
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/the-coronavirus-fallout-may-be-worse-for-women-than-men-heres-why/
https://www.nar.realtor/fair-housing/fair-housing-month
https://www.nar.realtor/fair-housing/fair-housing-book-recommendations
https://www.nar.realtor/fair-housing/fair-housing-film-and-video-recommendations
https://www.nar.realtor/fair-housing/fair-housing-podcast-recommendations
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